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Notations

Microtonality: ) )
Pitch variants are achieved in one of three ways: F = very slightly flat sharp note (such as slightly flat F#)- used only

1) Most are achieved by exploiting the overtonal capabilities of the against other pitches

instrument, so a specific means of achieving the desired pitch will be

indicated, such as a string harmonics These notations can appear in two different places. When placed above a note,

. . they are indications for how the note will “sound” in relation either the
2) Manual adjustments, such as playing a Y4 tone flat. v

traditional pitch notation, or in relation to other pitches sounded at the time by
3) Imitation: microtonal adjustment will be indicated by indicating some the ensemble. When placed in front of a note, they indicate action to be taken
instrument in the ensemble to listen for (such as “get pitch from trumpet) by the performer to adjust pitch.

along with the approximate pitch adjustment.

n b
Pitch indications: i\% I E I
1 I
J sounds play slighlty flat
slightly flat

= very slightly flat (usually used only when another pitch is

sounding that will be close but slightly sharper.) Traditional accidentals will be notated as sharps. So the ascending order of

pitches would be:
= slightly flat (around 1/6™ tone, usually a 7™ partial)
9 e — = e
= quarter-tone flat D i = =-——- s ————

these two pitches are the same

= slightly sharp (around a 1/6™ tone)

= quarter-tone sharp (on a natural note): could also be played as

sharp note a quarter-tone flat (such as the note between F and F#)

Ah = quarter-tone sharp (on a sharp note)



Woodwinds.:

Brass:

M = indicates a multiphonic. Only two transforming
multiphonics are used in the piece, one per instrument. Both
muliphonics contain an envelope from a relatively pure pitch and to
a complex set of pitches, which approximately follows the dynamic
envelope. Therefore, dynamic markings are used to indicate the
“phases” and transformation of the multiphonic. p indicates a pure
pitch, mp the beginning of multiple pitches, ff indicating the

maximum envelope.

B = breath attack

+ = straight mute

o = open bore, remove mute
fl = flutter tongue

Valve and slide positions are indicated in the usual manner. When
valve notations are used, do not use the slides to adjust the

intonation as one might normally.

Diamond note shapes indicate harmonics. Sounding pitches
and string numbers. In the cello and bass, the upper the 70
and 11™ partials, (counting open strings as the fundamental
or 1% partial) the pitches are approximate and pitch variance

will be indicated above the note.

® = scratch tone

o = normal tone, (non-scratch tone)

— = Arrows indicate transitions between scratch tone and
pure tone (as smooth as is manageable).

® = scratch tone on winding of IV string behind

tailpiece, or equivalent noisy effect.

PERFORMANCE NOTES:

Cresc/ decresc — unless otherwise indicated, crescendi and decrescendi

are to be started or finished as niente as possible.

Vibrato — The default for each note is non vibrato. When needed,
vibrato will be indicated by vib, applying only to that
particular note. Vibrato should be medium, speed an width.
Most often, vibrato will be transitioned into and out of, with
arrows indicating the increase or decrease, its termination

marked by n.v.
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